
Family Place Partnership Reflection for National Day of Truth and Reconciliation 
 

The Family Place Partnership is grateful to offer our services on the unceded territories of the 
Coast Salish Nation, the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and sel̓íl̓witulh 
(Tsleil-Waututh).  

There is a strong First Nations presence in the Vancouver Grandview-Woodland area where 
Eastside Family Place offers services. Prior to the 1890s, Squamish communities referred to the 
area surrounding Grandview-Woodlands in Vancouver as Khupkhahpay-ay, which translates to 
‘the place of many maple trees’. Ancestors of the Squamish, Musqueam and Tsleil-Waututh 
First Nations were said to have been in this area for more than 8,000 years. It is hard to 
reconcile how quickly European settlers took over, asserting dominance through unjust tactics 
including appropriation of this beautiful land.  

Reconciling the impact of colonialism is something Canadians are now grappling with in 
earnest. Although it has been a long time coming, real discussion started with the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women Inquiry (2015-16), and it was propelled further by the revelation of 
unmarked graves at a former residential school in Kamloops (2021). Questions of cultural 
genocide for the sake of ‘taking the Indian out of the child’ – a phrase attributed to former Prime 
Minister John A. Macdonald - leaves us with many unanswered questions. Where does 
responsibility lie to atone for this brutality? From a colonialist perspective, are we not 
responsible for prolonging the pain and suffering caused to the Indigenous peoples of this land?   

As we mark the second national Day of Truth and Reconciliation on Sep 30, the question is, 
how can we as settlers find a way forward to embody a decolonizing consciousness in our work 
and life? 

Eastside Family Place was extremely fortunate to welcome Kat Norris as our Indigenous Elder-
in-Residence in 2019. Even though Kat was a residential school survivor, she did not portray 
herself as a victim. Her keen focus was to share knowledge with the next generation, which 
included identifying as a survivor. She was happy to support us in finding a way to incorporate 
Indigenous knowledge that included stories for children and adults alike. We were devastated 
by her sudden passing in July of this year. Just like that beautiful July day when the community 
gathered in Grandview Park to celebrate her life, the community at Eastside Family Place 
remember her as a generous and open-hearted spirit.  

More recently, Family Places have been provided with a learning opportunity guided by UBC 
Indigenous professor Dr. Dustin Louie. Our process at Eastside Family Place (board and staff) 
has led us to reflect on the question “How does place and space impact our services?”  

Family Places are a barrier-free family-centred practice that support the healthy development of 
children 0-6. Through a ‘strengthening families approach’ our daily drop-in promotes parent/ 
child attachment, social connections, and peer support. Place and space does figure 
prominently across the Family Place Partnership as we have outdoor spaces and nearby 
community gardens that offer connection to nature, to our children, parent, and caregiver 
participants through the growing and harvesting of food.   

The land on which we offer services figures prominently as it also ties in community. For 
example, Grandview Park where Eastside Family Place is located is a thriving community hub. 



Often there are community gatherings that pull a diverse groups of people together. The 
upcoming national holiday, for instance, is going to mark Orange Shirt Day with community 
members of various backgrounds working alongside Britannia Community Services to affirm 
that ‘Every Child Matters’.  

But is this enough? We are grappling with how we as a community social service organization 
can do more. The approach we are embarking on is ‘transformative reconciliation’ that not only 
embraces truth and reconciliation, but also seeks to embody a decolonizing consciousness. 
Short of returning this land to the rightful owners (which would no doubt be the ultimate act of 
decolonization), the Family Place Partnership is working to better understand our tendency to 
evaluate others based on assumed shared cultural values. This includes being intentional about 
uncovering our unconscious biases and embracing authentic allyship (not just paying lip 
service).  

Vancouver Family Places have prioritized the importance of providing a welcoming and safe(r) 
space for all, and we have come to understand that ‘safety’ must push boundaries if it is to 
embody a decolonizing consciousness. To those Indigenous peoples in our communities that 
have chosen to join us on our transformative reconciliation journey, we remain grateful for your 
patience and guidance.  

With that, we at the Family Place Partnership, gratefully acknowledge the land on which we live, 
work and play.       

 


